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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed 1 0 October 2006, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration of the obviousness rejections of claims 1-3, 7-15, and 29-44 as discussed below. 

Claims 1-3, 7-15, and 29-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over EP 0 669 121 Al (EP M 21) in view of Dilnik et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,656,1 1 1). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claims 29-43 

Applicants respectfully submit that the combination of features recited in claims 29-43 is 
not taught or suggested by either EP 0 669 121 or Dilnik et al. (alone or in combination). As a 
result, a prima facie case of obviousness of claims 29-43 has not been presented. Independent 
claims 3 ) and 43 both recite a closure system that includes an overlap region in which a portion 



PAGE 2/6 ' RCVD AT 1/9/2007 12:16:32 PM pastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/8 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:6123051228 1 DURATION (mm-ss);02-08 



